
Adding Playoff Brackets 
 
With the regular season games scheduled, Larry is ready to plan the end of season 
tournament schedule. 
 
His plan is to have all teams play in the single elimination tournament.  After one loss, a 
team is out of the tournament, with winners advancing to the next round.  The teams with 
the highest regular season point rankings will be “seeded” into the first round. 
 
He decides to try and avoid adding any dates to the court times already reserved, so he 
plans on starting the tournament on Tuesday evening, February 27th, and is going to try 
and use all four gyms. 
 
He also knows that for an 8 team division, he is going to need three rounds. 
 
So, he first goes to the Divisions page to make some changes there.  He noted that the 
Max Tourn Rounds colum was set to for on each of his three original divisions.  These 
are big enough, so no changes are needed there. 
 

 
 
But notice that he added a Tournament Bracket Placeholder division, and that he set the 
Min Days column to 1.  He added this division to hold the “Tournament Bracket”  place 
holding teams.  When you plan the tournament, you don’ t know who is going to be 
playing in them at the time, so you need a temporary substitute, and that is what we are 
going to create. 
 
He goes to the Teams page.  One of the teams he sets up is known as the Bye team.  You 
don’ t always have enough teams to fill out all the brackets in the round.  When this 
occurs, you will need a Bye team to hold the place so that the team that is seeded into the 
bye will automatically receive a free pass to the next round. 
 
 



 
 
Note that he checked the “Bye Team Placeholder”  check box above. 
 

 
 
Above we see both the teams that he entered as tournament place holder teams. 
 
Now, if you have a bye team, you will also want a bye field.  This is because if you have 
a bye, you don’ t want to tie up a value court date with a game that is not being played.  
So, we need another place holder for all the bye “non-games’  to be played on (or not be 
played on to be accurate). 
 
So, to the Fields page he goes. 
 

 
 



Note that he checked the box called “Bye Field Placeholder” . 
 

 
 
Now we have 4 courts, and one “Bye Court” . 
 
We’re ready to give it a shot.  Go to “Plan Schedules” , and scroll down until you see the 
section like the following labeled “Automatically Build a Bracket” . 
 

 
 
Now 
�  Set the Playoff Start Date to 2/27/2007 6:00 PM. 
�  Set the Tournament Division to TBPH – Tournament Bracket Placeholder 
�  Set the Bracket Winner to TBPH – Bracket Winner / Seed 
�  Set the Bye Team to TBPH – Bye 
�  Set the Bye Field to Bye – Bye (No Court) 
 
It should look as shown below. 
 

 
 
We are ready, click “Auto Schedule Playoff Brackets” . 
 
You may notice as error message at the top. 
 

 



And also notice that the Women’s bracket is shy a couple of brackets (you’ ll have to 
scroll way down to the bottom of the page to see this). 
 

 
 
We are going to need another date, to complete the tournament.  Off to the Game Times 
page to add in Saturday, March 10, 2007 at 6:00 pm (and 8:30 pm just to be sure).  You 
know how to do this by now, so we are going to skip showing this step.  Just go do it and 
then come back to “Plan Schedules” . 
 
We need to clear the schedule of the old tournament data, so click “Delete Tournament 
Bracket” .   
 
Remember to set the Tournament Start Date and Placeholder Data 
 
�  Set the Playoff Start Date to 2/27/2007 6:00 PM. 
�  Set the Tournament Division to TBPH – Tournament Bracket Placeholder 
�  Set the Bracket Winner to TBPH – Bracket Winner / Seed 
�  Set the Bye Team to TBPH – Bye 
�  Set the Bye Field to Bye – Bye (No Court) 
 
Then, click “Auto Schedule Playoff Brackets” .  Bingo!  No error messages.  Brackets 
defined.  The 6th Grade Boys bracket is shown below. 
 

 
 



Take a look at the Women’s bracket. 
 

 
 
Take a closer look.  Notice that since there are fewer than 8 teams in the Women’s 
division, therefore the 1 and 2 seed teams in the Quarter Final will have a BYE in this 
round. 
 

 
 
As the season progresses and scores are entered, the point rankings and tournament seed 
placement will change. 
 



 
 
Even without any points entered, you can simulate this using the initial seed by clicking 
on “Seed This Bracket” .  Pay particular attention to the Tournament Seed column and 
match them to the Quarter Final Round seeds on the bracket. 
 

 
 
 


